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Box office : In early March 2020, it was predicted that the global box office could lose US 
billion as a result of the pandemic. Countries that are pandemic hot-spots have closed or 
restricted cinemas and movie theaters, negatively affecting film revenue. Attendance has 
also been lower in other regions. Following the pandemic in mainland China, 70,000 
cinemas were Closed in January 2020. In the first two months of 2020, Chinas box office was 
down to US.9 million, compared to US.148 billion in the first two months of 2020.2 Later, as 
a result of the pandemic in Italy, on March 8, 2020, the Italian government ordered all 
cinemas to be closed, for up to a month. Before the closure, box office tracking estimated a 
94% drop for the weekend of March 6-8 compared to the same period the previous year.8 
Because of the growing pandemic in France, cinemas are operating at half capacity, leaving 
strategic seats unavailable to reduce proximity in the screens,9 a move followed days later 
by the Irish and Northern Irish cinema chain Omniplex Cinemas.10 On March 12, Qatar also 
closed all cinemas,11 as did the US on March 17, Malaysia and Thailand on March 18,12 the 
UK on March 20, Australia and New Zealand on March 22, and Singapore on March 27.13 
After a state of emergency was declared in Tokyo and six other prefectures in Japan on April 
7,14 over 220 cinemas were closed.151617 


Festivals : Many festivals and events have been cancelled or postponed. Postponements 
include the Thessaloniki Documentary Festival, set to begin on March 5 and rescheduled for 
June 202047 the Beijing International Film Festival, planned for April 2020 and postponed 
indefinitely48 the Prague International Film Festival, moved from late March to sometime 
later in 2020 the Bentonville Film Festival, set for April 29 - May 2 and moved to August31 
the Istanbul International Film Festival, set for April 10-21 and postponed to a later date in 
202049 and the Tribeca Film Festival.11 The Cinequest Film & Creativity Festival, a two- 
week festival in March, experienced low attendance during its first week and postponed its 
second week to August 2020.50 The 20th Beverly Hills Film Festival scheduled for April 
1-15 is postponed indefinitely.51 The 38th Fajr International Film Festival, scheduled for 
April 16-24 in Tehran, has been postponed, with plans to organize the event in late 


spring.52 The 2020 Metro Manila Summer Film Festival, originally scheduled for April 
11-21, was also postponed after the decision to place Metro Manila the epicenter of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in the Philippines under community quarantine was announced, 
however, it was later cancelled.53 


On May 3, 2021, the governors of Connecticut, New Jersey, and New York jointly announced 
that they planned to lift most capacity restrictions on businesses on May 19 for cinemas in 
New York, they would not be limited in how many patrons may be present, but there must 
be 6 feet 1.8 m social distancing between groups.209210 On May 4, Los Angeles County 
was moved to yellow Minimal tier by state health officials,211 but the LACDPH did not allow 
cinemas to use the 75% option.212 Due to progress on vaccination, New York and California 
lifted capacity restrictions, including those on cinemas, in June 2021.213214 By August 
2021, however, due to spread of Delta variant and waning vaccination rates nationwide, 
New York City where only 55% of residents were fully-vaccinated announced on August 3 
that effective September 13, access to indoor entertainment venues including cinemas will 
be restricted to those who are vaccinated.215216 In October 2021, Los Angeles announced 
that starting November 4 residents will be required to show proof of a COVID-19 
vaccination to enter movie theaters.217 
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